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Ten Enabling Texts with Starters
and Essential Questions D

TEXT STARTERS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

47, by Walter
Mosley

And every night they chained your feet
to an eyebolt in the floor. The men out
there were mostly angry and so they
were always fighting or crying of just
plain sad. (12)

What are the alternatives when
someone tries to stamp out the
existence of others?

Are there appropriate responses?
Inappropriate responses?

Bang, by
Sharon Flake

A black boy don’t get a hundred
chances to get it right. Sometimes he
just gets one.That’s it. . . .You blow
your chance, you blow your life. (124)

Is the United States a redemptive
society?

Is the society constructed to save
some and sacrifice others?

Enough, by
Juan Williams

Dr. King said he wanted to get black
people to shed the idea that they did
not control their destiny, an idea he
attributed to the power of racists to
infect black people with self-defeating
doubts about inferiority and create a
psychological need to rely on whites for
their well-being. (40)

Is victim mentality real or imagined?

Who has greater authority over an
individual’s destiny—the inner
enemy or the outer enemy?

continues
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Handbook for
Boys, by Walter
Dean Myers

The problem with so many young men
. . . is that when they’re young, they
really don’t know how to get their lives
together. . . . After a while they just give
up and start talking about how they
really don’t care. (135)

How does one recover a part of one’s
soul?

What does it take to escape
vulnerability-producing conditions
unscathed?

Monster: The
Autobiography
of an L.A. Gang
Member, by
Sanyika Shakur

The following quote by Malcolm X
impressed the author:

Out of frustration and hopelessness our
young people have reached the point of
no return.We no longer endorse
patience or turning the other cheek.
(214)

How does a person become
reconciled to a different identity?

Does a person become a“monster”
by choice or are they forced into
becoming a“monster”?

My Grandfather’s
Son: A Memoir,
by Clarence
Thomas

Our small, soft hands blistered quickly
at the start of each summer, but Daddy
never let us wear work gloves, which he
considered a sign of weakness.
After a few weeks of constant work,
the bloody blisters gave way to hard-
earned calluses that protected us from
pain. Long after the fact, it occurred
to me that this was a metaphor for
life—blisters come before calluses,
vulnerability before maturity. (25)

What are you willing to sacrifice to
create the life you want to live?

What do you need to know in order
to endure polarizing differences?

Narrative of the
Life of Frederick
Douglass, by
Frederick
Douglass

I often found myself regretting my own
existence. (55)

What does it mean to exist?

What are the factors that contribute
to one’s existence?

Tatum BM_Pgs 141-172:Tatum BM 7/21/2009 1:07 PM  Page 152



Appendix D � 153

TEXT STARTERS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

“Self-Reliance,”
by Ralph Waldo
Emerson (essay)

Whoso would be a man must be a non-
conformist.

Is there more value in conformity or
nonconformity?

Can individuals be truly self-reliant
in our society today?

The Envy of the
World: On Being
a Black Man in
America, by Ellis
Cose

We tend to react in one of two ways: We
either embrace the role we are told
constantly that we are expected to play,
or we reject the script and endeavor to
create our own. (3)

Black men are not an“endangered
species”. . . . We stand nearly seventeen
million strong, an ever-growing
extended family of black boys and men.
(17)

In a global society, does the collective
identity of individual groups matter?

Is it more important to be group-
identified or viewed as part of the
human fabric?

The First Part
Last, by Angela
Johnson (the
words fuck and
shit appear in the
text)

The only way to change something is to
pay attention to the signs. (51)

During difficult times, is it better to
rely on the facts or to rely on faith?
Which is the better teacher—success
or failure?
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